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Friday 2 Jauary 2004

Theschod was dill dosedfor thetwo dg News Yea Day hdiday. The
naiond hdiday is only one dg bu te headhaster of o schod
though tha the studerts deserved two da's (as a result classes were
hdd ontheweeend bfore and #er New Yeas Day). At the schod
there were noclasses stedledfor themoming

At lurchtime we wert © ouw secondweddng in China Cathy (andhe
ong was haing he weddng bangqueandwe were kindy asked to
attend As we hae peviously desaibed the weddngs in China ae
very differert  those in Australia andthe issuiing d the marriage
certificate is like the issuing ¢ a paspat (wWheae an aplation is
made medcal tests are carried ot and the marriage ha to be
appoved ly the local officials). Cathy had received he marriage
certificate amorth o two bdore the banqudthe certificate is appied
for ealy o tha it is issuedwell andtruly prior to the celelratiors) and
as on a they receive the certificate they are techrically married The
martied coupe will live sepaately urtil after theweddngbanquéwhich
is usedto annoure themas husband andife.

Theweddng banquestarted a abot 1130am andthe hides paert's
were very exdtedwhenwe atrived They insisted on saorting us to a
tade and padng s in frort of the cameraman tired to capure the
day's festivities. We were soon #er joined ly ome d the dhe
teaches fromthesdcod.

A tradtiond Chinese banquenas ®rved Thelurch comprised 1215

dishes andthefoodwas agan ddicious (we will definitely missthe food

whenwe return hane). During lurch, o local andwell-knoan singes
were hredfor ertertainmert. The song they sangwere goodbu te
music was far tooloud We were sittingin the middle d the roam (with
thespeders at the bakof theroam), and &imes we hado cover our
eas. This mearn tha thee was nocorversation dungthemed.

Towards the end fothe med, fiend of the goam's fathe todk the
mickey ou of him. Itis a custom in ow area & Chinatha the goan's
father is madefun & at the weddng As the goam will hopdully be
providng a eanchild for the nev family, the goars fathe is
corsideed a belupif the goan can no peform (for obvious reason
the goan's fathe can peform andis fertile). As a result, fiend of the
groam's fathe clothe him in flamboyart clothes, addd make upto
make hm nore atractive and iye hm a symbdic ley to the hides
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roam. BEveryonewas in hysterics bu the goam's fathe was the least
amused The end fothe peormarce induded analk aroundthe roam
whee the goar's fathe was lead ly the bide

The goam's mothe was also gven a p& or Mao style sundasses
where onelers was taken ot This was to symbdise tha she would
turn one lind ge to he husbands jaurts.

A goodtime was had ly all andwe returnedto schod just before the
studerts returnedin the dternoon(3.00pn the studerts hadto be bek
inthdr classoanfromtheshat hdiday).

In the dternoon Peter gave two d his dasses thdr exams, whilst
CGeagia cortinuedto mark the eams from he classes ealier in the
week.

Saturday 3 Jauary 2004 ad Sunday 4 Jauary 2004

As thae was a two-day holiday duing the week, there were namal
classes this weekend On Saturday, Thursday's dasses and orSundy,
Fridays dasses were schedled This gave s the oppdurity to
examinethcse classes tha hadmissed otiinthe pat week.

In ou spare time we frartically markedthe eam papes.

Monday 5 Jauary 2004

Aswe hadinished eamining dl thestuderts, we had nolasses. Peter
hadfinishedmarkingsome d the exams and gicKy \isitedsome d the
classes to return thar marked exarms.

Tuesday 6 Jauary 2004

In the morning Peter's duderts did na have ay dasses as they had
free time to study for the end foterm examinatiors tha started in the
afternoon During this time Peter returnedthe remainde of his marked
exams to hs dasses. Geagia was lucky as the Chinese Endish
teechers offeredto return themarked exams to he studetts.

Thestuderts inthe exanms this time aound @l nd do & well as tha for
the mid-term exam. We hadmadethe eam papes sgrificartly hade
and a a result the aerages were aboti10% less For grade 1the
averagemark was 58% the lighest was 90% andlowest was 16% For
grade Zhe aeragemark was 584 highest was 895% andthe lonest
was 8% Intotal we hadmarked abou1500 papsinthe pat week.

For dinne we were invited ot © anther hotse warming pay at a
local restaurart. The pay was for Emily's new apatment. Geagia had
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a headehe andid na fed lke gdang so Peter wert alone The dhne
was good anthefood aga wes deliciows. Because Geagia was nd
thee, the dhe teachas were corcerned for he welfare and #er
dinne sert SMSs to make sure tha shewas alrigtt.

Wednesday 7 Jauary 2004

For lurch we were invited to Janés hause warming paty. The lurch
was hdd in arestauart tha we had beeto afewtimesinthe pat. It
was located aghcert b a roundabdutha has a large corcrete
mermaid in the midde. The foodwas agan ddicious andwe stuck to
the Chinese white gapewine to gevert beng involved in aganbe
drinking compeition

After lurch we dd some shopjingin the city andreturned hoe in the
late dternoon

Thusday 8 Jauary 20040 Sunday 11 Jauary 2004
Aswe had nalasses, we spert most of thetime wandeing aoundthe
city, akingwalksfor exercise and gemally takingit easy.

Monday 12 Jauary 2004

As this was thelast week of achingfor this term, the heanhaster had
arranged an end erm dinne for theteachas. The dhne was hdd in
the schod dining roam andlocal dishes were served The foodwas
good and aegt imewas had ly all.

One ¢ theteachas must have redisedtha ou tolerarce d bd jiu was
weaingthin and ha#lindy organsed afew batles of bee for us. We
were pleased & we were nd redly enjoyingthebd jiu ganbds of late.

Tuesday 13 Jauary 20040 Fiday 16 Jauary 2004

We started making pepaatiors for our return to Australia. We desided
tha mary of these things we acaumulated over the year woud na fit
into ow luggageso we pu aside some d the dgfts we hadreceived
from the schod hopng to ge b the peat office so tha it coud be
posted

As the Chinese New Yea/Spring Festival was net week, we had been
asked ou for dinne andlurch bdh teacheas andstuders. To pevert
corfusion and dolibg up we though tha it woud be puden
prepae a scedle for the spring festival. We pepaed a kark
sthedle tha codd befilled in & invitatiors for lurch o dinne were
received We dso knew tha one 6 the Dears (the oneesporsible for
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Endish andHumanities) had &0 beenalkingto dhers abow our stay

in Yanghong wer the spring festival. We filled in the paties tha we

knew of andthenwert o seethe Dean On atival, he Deanwarted a
copy of the schedle so tha shecoud add hearrangererts as well.

The schedle we pepaedwes for the pdod 20Januay 2004to 27
Januay 2004inclusive anccortainedspaces for bah lurch and dnne.

We though tha we woud ally be bgy for some d thetime, well we

were wong Whenwe ga the completedsdchedle bakfromthe Dean

every lurch and ithne wes fully bodked We ae na sure if the Dean
though tha she hado fill h the schedile andsubsequetly arranged
for it © befilled or that hae were alarge nube of engagments tha

had beenrmnged Anyway, we will be very busy over the spring
festival.

On Thusday we dso though tha we woud try to change ausavings
into aforeign currercy. We had geviowsly been to themain brarch o
the Bark of Chinain Yanghong anénew tha it was pcssble. Before
we wert o the bak, we askedthe schod to reimburse the Brisbane —
Beijing —Brisbane afares (it is a pat of the cortract tha the schod
reimburses the costs associatedwith gétingto androm the schod) so
tha this mud dso beconvertedinto aforeigncurrercy.

The schod gave s a chequetha hadto becashed &aone bak (we
had arangedCathy/Miss Dingto gowith s as a Chinese citizen with
an|ID card codd ony @sh the chequé andthentake the money and
savings to theBank of China Thefirst pat of the exercise was relatively
straightforward andhesdcods dhequenas @shed we thentodk a taxi
to the Bark of China for the second step currercy ©nversion On
arrival at the bak, we found ot(differertly to ou visit © the bak over
a morth agQ, tha the Bark of Chinain Yanghongcoud oty issue
had currercy. This did na suit us as we warted to take traveller's
chequs back to Australia & it is a safer option for carrying currercy.
We were told that the same bak in Zherjiangcoud dothe traveller's
cheque. We askedthe bak derk to ring Zhenjiang larch to make
sure tha they did hae traveller's dequs tha codd beissued A
telephonecall was made andae were told tha tey had alot of
traveller's dneque in stock. As Zheniang was abot 40 minues away
by @r, we deidedtha it would be bst o catch ataxi. Cathy and he
hwisband nediated ataxi fare to andfrom Zheniang (200RVB
AU$3600 return). We set off, bundthe bak in Zheniang andhe
exchange ended upirgerelatively easy. To for the currercy dange
we hado take acopy of he enploymert cortract with the school, our
Foreign Expat certificates, Foreigne Residercy Permits and ou
pasgats. If he taxade income threshdd had beemeached (for
incomes over 400RVMB pe north), a statutory declaration is also
requred so tha the bahk knons tha al appicade taxes have been
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pad. After thevisit o the bak, we
returnedto Yanghong

Saturday 17 Jauary 2004

As this would be owu last fee
weekend in  Yargzhong we
decided tha it woud be a good
charee to visit Nigd andDaphne
(Narjing agan. We dso hada
nurbe of items tha we had
acamulated oer theyea tha we
coud na ke bak to Australia,
narely ouw DVD and VCD
collecion We had dcKy
sepaated DVDs and VCDs tha
we though were suitalde for the
schod lbrary, andthoughDaphne
and Nigd may be interested in
these which had inappopiate
cortert for the studerts (sweaing
adut hemes and e&cessve violerce).

We hadalso been igentwo boes of apges the week beore and
decidedto take one bthe baes for Daphne anhligd to etjoy. We had
kept one bmfor ouselves, but it woud na have been msble for us to
corsume two boes before we depd for hare.

We caugh themid-morning b to Narjing As there was @rfusionlast
time whee the bg woudd be aiving in Narjing we told Daphne and
Nigd to gckus up dthe bs goptha we atived dlast ime. On arival
in Narjing we wert © a dfferert bus fop one abdia 5 minue walk
fromthar apatmert. Fortunaely we were ealy and had ncawsed ay
inconverierce. We think that since it is the start of the Chinese New
Yea/spring festival, the bg may have beenroued to anthe bus
stationto redice theload orthe bgier bus gations. \We walkedto the
apatmert where Daphnamet us.

Soon #ter Nigd had aived hore from work and we hadlunch,
purpkin soup andreshly made bead

In the dternoon we dl decidedtha we woud like to gofor a walk
aroundthe Corfucius Temple (Fuzi Maio). Daphne had hektha the
locals had hungnary red larterns in the shopjing mall precinct. The
compary driver met as at abot 3.00pn andthen dove s to the
temple. We wandeed aoundthe

streds for a couge d hous urtil

the lartem lighs were switched

on As we were starting to ge

cold, we deidedtha it was time to

retred © the warmth d the

apatmert.

For dinneg, Daphne cocked a
lovely Sichuan pix dish andsome
vegdale dshes. One vegdable
tha Daphne wpaimerted with
was lily bubs. We had hathemat
the schod so we baically knew
haw to pepae them for coding
andthus hdped Daphne mpae
the dhne.

We chated for hous after dinne

andwert o bedate. GQ:\)ZE(RVRP \DNH
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Sunday 18 Jauary 2004

We bdh slet like logs and béore

we knew it, it was 8.00an in the
moming For bredfast we had
some steam burs which we had
brough fom Yanghong We

were gven abou20 mea and
vegdale filledsteam burs onthe
Thusday by Cathy (Miss Ding),

andknew tha if we left tiem urtil

we returned hoe from Narjing
they woud bespdled As a result

we todk them to Narjing with s

so tha we coud share them with

Daphne anhligd.

The buawere déicious and #ter
breddast we deidedto go and
bw ou mrtun b tickets. As
Nigd had arepat o wite, andDaphnenartedto send some arails to
family andfriend, they decidedto stay in the apeamert. We aranged
to mee themfor lurch & arestauart inthemidde d thecity.

We headedffandtock ataxi tothe bg gation Whenwe arivedthere
was a sea @ black heals. Beingthe Chinese New Yea, most Chinese
try to return to thar families for the celelratiors. Most Chinese ather
travel by train a bus as the fare ae substartially heapethanflying
Also duing the spring festival, a surchage is placed on tickets. The
surchagefor the b tickets was abot 30%

Whenwe erteredthe bs dation the quees behindtheticket courters
were aboti50 peole deepSurprisindy they were dl n ned, straight
lines andwere dfferert 1o the genel rabbe that is comnorly foundin
China (when pedp ae queing. Thee were dso some amy officers
stationed athe bs dationto ersure tha the crond was ordely. We
imnedately thoughtat we would beweitingfor more than an hadior
our tickets.

Soon #er erteringthe station one 6 the amy officers ame upto s
and aked for our piece d pape tha hadwittenin Chinese “Canwe
please puchase two tickets to Yanghong on &us which leaves at
abot 1000an on 2004/19. He asked s for mongy andthensaid to
follow him to the frort of the queueWe hustled pat hundeds of
waiting Chinese andwert  the
front of te queuewheae the
army officer disappeeed into the
ticket office. Soon #er he
returnedwith our tickets. We were
very grateful that we dd na have
to queueand pofusely tharked
the dficer. He rediedwith alarge
gin on ks face andwe ae
certain tha he was pleased to
hdp us (andtha we appeciated
his asgstarce). Being aforeigne
in China ha mary advantages,
andthis is just andher one

If he amy officer had nbhdped
us, we ae sure tha we woud
hae beenlate for ou Ilurch
engageert with Ngd and
Daphne In the endie arived &
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the restauart ealy and deidedtha we woud hae enougtime to
lok at the shops in negby dreds. The restauart was in a main
shopjing aea d Narjing and rmoerous large depdimert stores mud
be foundlining the streds. We erered afew, bu did na redly erjoy
the expeierce, as it is no dfferert © shopping in alarge depdmert
store in ary big city in Australia. We wandeed aound arlesdy urtil &
wes time to mee the dhes. We walked bak to the restauwrart and
soon #er Nigd andDaphne aived

Lurchwas in arestauart called DongNi. Therestaurart is differert
most, as you do nichave amenuto ade thefood Instead odeaingis
donein two sepaate roans whae eamples of the dshes are on
display. We chose 6 dshes andsome flat bread and hadveondeful
lurch. There was honever corfusion aer the beewe had aeedto
accompaty lurch. We had meredtwo bdtles Tsingao (Qngdapbee
and the waitress firstly ddivered opene®udneiser beea. This was
promptly taken avay andtwo bdtles of premium Qingdao beehen
arrived Agan these bees were thewrong ong(indcated ly thewaiter
whotod the ade for lurch) and agia taken avay. Findly we received
two badtles of thecorrect bee.

In the dternoonwe wert our own way, as Nigd still was to finish hs
repat. We deidedtha we woud goto the Ming Tombs. We waited
pdiertly for abow 40 minues urtil we were alte to flag den an
uncaipgedtaxi (bengtheweek before the Chinese New Yea, thetaxis
are very busy drivinglocals to the shos and hoe agan +just like and
as busyas pre-Christmas hopjingin thewest).

We arived & Ming tombs at abow 3.00pn We puchased ou ertry
tickets (19RVB) andthenspert the rext 1¥2having a gootbdk around
The Ming Tombs in Narjing dée bakto the 1388 Whenwe were &
the tombs, it snoaed lightly and a we were na weaing dgsses, the
small flakes of snow woud strike ow eyes andthe sersationwas \ery
much like sand fittingyour skin. Fortundely it did na snow heaiily and
did na spdl our visit o thetomb.

At abou 4.30pm, we retumnedto the apeamert whae we had a -
dinne drink. As Nigel andDaphnenere haing awork Chinese New
Yea Dinne tha night, we deidedtha we woud try out a local BBQ
restauart located aboua 5 mnue wak away. We arived and
promptly ordered some mea for codking onthe BBQ. We adeed
chiclen pak and bek A small BBQ grill arived andwe started to
codk, b the fasdnaion d othe restaurart parors andthe staff. The
first lot of chickenwings we codked we acddertally bunt. Onethe staff
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saw tha we had bmt one & the wings and insisted tha te
restauart's daff codk for us  tha nomore foodwas overcodked As
aresult we had B d thewaiterseitresses mding oudinne onthe
Chinese BBQ.

The dhne was dose to 1M% mea. The oly \vegdalbe we hadwere
some lettuce leaves tha we usedto wrap some sawced beéstrips. Our
bodes knentha we hactonsumed olty mea as our stomachs gromled
for most of the right.

After dinng we returnedto the apamert, whae we waited for Nigd
and Daphneto return. Whenthey returned we stayed uplate agan
haing a goodacha abotianythingtha came to mind

Monday 19 Jauary 2004

As Nigd hadto goto work in the morningwe said goodye andaished

himall the bet for the nat 3 yeasin China We had feadast and had
alazy morningin the apamert chatingto DaphneAt aboti 1030an

we farewelled Daphne and detedfor thelong dstance bis dationin

the nahen sector of the city. On atival there were agi 1006 of

other travellers. We waited pdiertly for our bus to becalled ofy to find

ou tha the bg had beewarcelled and atbodking had beemoved

to alater bus. We think that dueto the large nabe of travellers, the

bus shedle was amendedo béter copewith thetravelling piblic.

The bg ended upeaing & abod 1220pn instead 6 the aigind
1140an. The bs trip bakto Yanghongwas 2 hous andwe atrived
backto schod at aboti 3.00pm.

In the dternoonwe todk a lot of the dfts we hadreceived throughotu
theyea to the paet office so tha we could pat them hame. Itwas an
interesting epaierce & every itemwas open anéhspected Some o
thethings we wartedto pat back (namely Chinese folk music CBs and
clothes which were na nen) codd na be psted

We dso received ou tickets to Beijing from the schod. In pat weeks
we had sked to catch the train so tha we coud see some d the
courtrysde béneenYargzhong an@eijing bu whentheschod wert
to thetrain station aver theweekend tey found outha thetrains were
very busy (almost full) andthe oty tickets they mud ge us were for
hadsleepes. We hae travelledin hadsleepes in the pat, bu dueto
the amourt of luggaganve woud hae with s wartedto travel in asoft
sleepe cariage The soft sleepes have more roam for luggage and
have geder privacy. As a result, heidea 6 catching atrain to Beijing
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was scapped andfigh was bodedinstead

Inthe eferingwe wert o therestauart at the schod hotel andtodk it
easy, aswe knewtha the rext 8 dgyswould be ghausting

Tuesday 20 Jauary 2004 -Our Chinese New Year Celebrations
start.

Inthe eady morning Geagia wert o thelocal supemarket (Su Gug) to
puchase lreakfast items for the New Yeas hdidays The supemarket
was packed full of pegle, very much reminiscert of the last minue
Christmas shopjingin Brisbane Thewait for the checkout was over 15
minues andthae were peofe everywhee in the shos and orthe
stred.

Qur official Chinese New Yea celetratiors dartedtoday. We had been
asked ly Pad to visit his apatmert for lurch anddinne. Pad lives
abou 5 minues ride from the city andwe arived d his hotse & abou
1100an.

For lurchwe had dargerange bddiciowsly codeedlocal dishes. Paul
was also very proudto be ale to serve s a bdtle d Australian red
wine (Highdliffe) which had beenvgnto hm a few yeas ealier by the
headnaster of the schod. Having the red wine potected 1§ from the
ganbe completiors that usudly result at meds.

In the dternoon we hdpedPau make dumplings. Dumplings are a
tradtiond foodwhich is eaen for dinne on the Chinese New Yeas
Eve. We madein the ade of 100 dmplings andfor the rest of te
afternoonwe sat andtalked Paul s a lovely manin hs 40s, his English
isgood and hevaystries his hadest o undestand eerythingwe say
incudngtheidioms andslangwords we Lse.

At abot15.00pm, we had ithne which included a maber of cold dshes
(cold meas and vegdalles) accompaned ly the duplings made
edlierinthe dg. Thefoodwes ddicious andwe had dew cans of light
Qingdao (Tsingag bea. We had a mga fime with Paul and
appeciated lis efforts to tell us all abot the Chinese New Yea. At
abou 7.30pm, we returned hoe andiert o bed esdy.

Wednesday 21 Jauary 2004ChineseNew Yea Eve)

Theweahe hadturned nticeally @der todgy. The minimum norning
tempeature was about +8C, and thae was a modeaate nathaly
(Sheaian wind howing Itwas freezing andve wore most of our winter
clothes to try andkeepwarm.
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Today/s activities were to be hiel & Mr Zhonds (Johris) howse, the
headnaster of the nev Expaimertal Midde Schod. Johnmet us at the
schod gae just before 1000an andwe set off by bike for his hoise.
His hotse was in themidde d thecity abot 2-3 minues walk from the
Comnercial Depatmert Store. Theride was freezing Thewind along
with the very low tempeature maderiding a krycle unbembe. Our
finges, nese and ea wert numb dmost instartly andwithin minues
were tinding Theridewas orly abot 15 minues (10 minues at usud
speed bune rodeslowly as it was @ld) and ly thetime we atived we
were cold.

On ariving we were gven some peserts by Mr Zhongs family (a
Chinese fish kna and some red larterns) and #so were served ho
Chinese dde soup Thewhde daes hadbeencodedin water, suga
andChinese medcine andsince they were ha, hey redly hit the spa
making & warm agan. Following the dé& soup(which is tradtiondly
servedto friends whocome to visit duingthe New Year celebratiors), a
Chinese dagonvisitedthe hose toward df ary evil or badspirits. The
dragon date was @rried otiby some d the migrart workers in the city
andthey used the @caasionto ge gifts from the hoses they \isited
The dfts were mongy, cigaettes, fuit or alcohd. The daope was
interesting andvas mnduatedin the frort coutyard d the hose andn
thefirst roan

Following the depdure d the dagon te famly prepaed specia
dishes, set atalle and fieredthefoodto ther arcestors. Thefoodwas
placed onthe tade and eeh family membe kneded andsaid afew
words in memory of ther loved onenho had peed away and a a
result codd na be with them The ceremory lasted for abot 10
minues andsoon #er we hadurch corsisting ¢ some local dishes.

We findtha thefood &thelocal's hotses is far better thantha served
at ary restauart. At most restauarts the foodis madeto suit the
variedtastes of thelocals, andas auch is ha as interestingflavoursome
as hare codeed foods. The food & peoje's houses is \ery differert
andis madeto thar own tastes. This mears some d thefood may be
spicier, differert habs or ingederts are wsed @ prepaation @ codking
is differert. Also the food tastes far freshea and the colous more
vibrart.

After lurch, John anditfamily lit pape mong. The papemong (na

red mong)) is bunt andis suppsedto goto the family's arcestors in
ther afterlife. The ceremory was moving andvery interesting We felt
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privilegedha we were alte to view the ceremonies.

In the dternoon we visited andghbods hotse, who incidertally was
one 6Geagia's dudeits. We were servedtea andmary treas were
servedfor us to corsume (peants, pistachios, surfloner seed, pdato
chips, sweds etc). We spert abot an houtalking to the studen and
he paens. At abod 2.00pn we returnedto Johrs hotse wheae we
made domplings. Thestudemalso acoompanes us to Johrs hause to
make dumplings thenleft shatly afterwards. We made daplings from
bah nethen andsouhen China (the nathen ons lo like hdf
moors andthesouhen ons like knds or boas). Duringthe New Yea,
orly durplings of roundwappes are made The duyplings are
tradtiondly made orNew Yeas Eve ly all the family menbes. The
roundwrappes symbdise thejoining d thefamily duingthefestivities.

Also in the dternoon Geagia andlom's wife wert 1 the Comnercial

Depatmert Store to by some palket sized howater batles (Jonbs

family were worried tha we were na warm). At the store, Geagia met

the studet who lived net doo and an umert developed abdu
whan was gdng to py for the btfes. in the endto Geagias

embarassrent, he studeitis mother insisted tha she puchased the

batles.

We watched some television andthen had idne. The dhne
comprised hoandcold dshes, andthe dunplings we hadmadein the
afternoon At abou 6.30pn, the studen returnedwith some fireworks
EventhougHireworks are pohbitedin the certre d thecity, John te
studettis family andthe studetts proceededo light themand ejoy the
display. All aroundus, andin the dstarce we codd see and hed 0G
of freworks gang df almost at the same time. At aboa 7.30pn, we
returnedto the schod by ar just in time for the start of the China
Certral Television 1(CCTV1) special New Yeas Eve lroadtast.

The CCIV1 shaw is watched ly most of the locals andthee was a

ndale redietionin the firework activity whenthe pogam started The
show had dacing singing andstand upcomedy peformarces. At

abod 1100pn, we were ehatsted andwert © sleep orly to be
awaken @ midnght by thesound bfireworks Neither of us has beento

awar zong bu we ae sure tha the nése and etivity at midright would

have beerjust like oneFromou bedoam, we lodked otiand a far as

we coud see at every pdnt of the hdzon thee were fireworks The
boans echoedn thestill night andthey ortinuedor aboti30minues.

We were amazed & the spectacle andwere pessed tha we had
withessedit first hand
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At abot1230an, we fell backto sleep

Thusday 22 Jauary 2004ChineseNew Yea)

Virginia had amangedto meed us at 9.00an at the Comnercia
Depatmert Store in thecertre d thecity. As we hadeft ou bicydes at
Johrs house (his family were wortied abotwus riding bakto schod in
the subzero tempeaatures), the Comnercial Depatment Store was a
converiert place to med.

On Chinese New Yeas Day, thelocals day at hane efoyingthe dy

off fomwork. Itis a dg tha theimmedate family daystogehe and
ndghbots are visited As we were celetrating the New Yea, a
differert day was plannedThe dg was like a pulvome hoge crawl.

We first started a Lilys' howse, had acup ¢ tea andsome Chinese

daes, thento Emily's new howse for some more tea onnards to

Conne's howse and then a Istory teache’'s howse, then a
headnaster's hotse, Tonis hotse, Janés hause andhen bekto the

history teeche''s house for lurch. At each hoge we were éthe served
tea @ Chinese ddes. Each house we wert o the goup gblarger and
large. Just before lurch, most of the d¢hes depated andeturnedto

thar oan hose for lurch.

For lurch the teache hadspecially boughus ome Grea Wall white
grape wine which we corsumed, alongwith alarge nube of local
dishes. Thefood aga was ddicious andwe de too much. Thelurch
lastedfor aboti2 hows and a gea tmewas had ly all.

After lurch we wert o one b Virginia's dose friend hause for
afternoontea Virginia's friendwas exdtedtha we were alte to stay 30
or so minues to hae tea andsomethingto ed. She dso gae s a
large bttle d ba jiu (Chinese white win€) andsome famous tea We
were humbled ly her geneosity andtharked he he son and irce for
thar hospitality. We left hidr howse & abow 4.30pn and rode to
Virginia's hotse for dinne.

On arival at Mirginia's hotse we were pesertedwith a bile d Mouai
Bai Jiu (one 6 thefamouws brands in Ching). Itwas a batle d Mouai
tha she hadkept for over 10 yeas (suppaedy, Chinese white wine
improves with agé We sat andtalkedto he sonfor more than an hau
and had arga dinne. Tomalso joined @ for dinner.

After dinne we returnedto schod by bicyde. Itwas \ery ©ld andthe
temperature woud hae beenaund +Z.

Friday 23 Jauary 2004

Tradtiondly onthe second dg after the New Yea, te families of the
mother (ife's sde d hefamily) are visited We were surprisedtha tis
was na corfinedto just one o two families, but everyonewe spdke to
do the same todg. This mears tha te qiet streds of the pat w
dayswere bisywith families travellingto thar mothe's family.

Virginia had aga asked 1 to join he andvisit her mother who lives

abot 10 kilometres souh d the city. We left at abot 1000an and
arrived abou20 minues later. Soon #er ariiving othe members of

Virginia's family arrived Her brothers made aguick vsit © say hdlo and
thenleft or thar mother-in-laws hotses. Virginia's ssters also ativedin

themorning andstayed for lurch. A joke was made ly Virginia's family

that we were actudly pat of thar family as Peter's Chinese name (Gao

Shar) was thesame & Mirginia's family name.

Lurch was srved and agawas ddicious. We hadcorsumed alot
food @er the pat few days andit felt very much like everyday was a
Christmas Day where copious amourts of foodis prepaed and gan
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After lurch we walkedto thewest bank of theisland(west brarch d the
Yandze River) to meet e car which woud take us backto Yangshong
City. Virginia's family has a tradtionthat they st ireto gassbesidethe
Yandze River. We were a lit corcernedtha with the modeate wind
the fire may ge& ou of cortrol and move into agacert farmland
Virginia's husbandwas like alite child runring aoundlighting gass
wheever hewert. We stood bek at some dstarce andelt bewildered
by thar actiors. Fortunaely the gass fires were corfinedto onesmall
area andvas extingushed ly thetime we left.

W\e returnedto the schod at abot 3.30pm, andwaitedto be ftked up
for ou dinne engagmert. At 4.00pm, Shaty (one 6 Geagia's
studets) and hefathe arrivedin a lband ner Aud A4 to take s to
he grandnothe’s hotse for dinne. On theway to he grandnotha's
hotwse, he father stopped athe local Tadst Temple & he though
there was a sernvice on andvarted to gay beore dnne. Whenwe
arrived a thetenmple, it was un@aupged andhs a result we stopped dwp
briefly andthencortinued ot gandnotha's hose for dinne. We felt
a litte uromfortade duing

dnne as Sharys urtle

cortinuedto dfer us food and

wine The foodwas smple and

thee were some unsud

dishes, which dd na surprise s

as he family erjoyed some d

the more ‘exatic' flavous. There

was pig lung andliver soup

tutle and 10Qea od egs.

The ¢he dishes omprised @

cah bed, fsh, pak, prawns

andvegdabes andwere tasty.

After dinng, Sherys mothe
gae s a Chinese New Yea
gft. The gt was a special
commemorative coin collection
a bod tha cortained specially
minted coins for endanged and
famows Chinese arnmals. We
were appeciative d the dft andit is something that we will treasure
forever.

Todgy was also very old agin. The maximum temperature was abot
1oC andtheminimumwas +?C. All therivers/cands and pols of water
used for fish farming were covered in ice. Fortundely the sunwas ou
all day which madeit feel warmer thanit actudly was.

After dinne we retumedto the schod, watched amovie andslept like
logs.

Saturday 24 Jauary 2004

For lurch we were invited to Emily's new apatmert which is locatedin
doatown Yanghorg. We atrived d abot 1100an and soon #ter
startedthe med. Emily's new apatmert is onthe % floa andis huge
comprises two storeysand haan aea dabot 250r¢ (makes most of
those in Brisbhanelodk very modest). It has five queen bedized
bedoars, two bahroans, games roan, kitchen living roan, dining
roanand asmall oudoa area To save roan a set of spiral stairs have
been sedto gan acessto the secondfloa of he apatmert. h the
apatmert lives Emily, he husband andon and hegaen-inlaws.

) DBZ HBQ®RU
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Emily has always sid tha sheis poa codk, bu her efforts for lurched
provedtha this was na thecase. Thelurch was ddicious andincluded
a nurbe of local ha andcold dshes.

After lurch some d the dhea Endish teecheas arived for a friendy
game d mahjong We sat watchingthem play urtil t was time (3.15pm)
to leave for our dinne engagerert.

We rode oubicydes abow 5 minues to the nath pecinct of the city.
Thee we met Michdle, one 6 ou studetts. Michdle has become a
goodfriend eer the yea andkindy asked s to he house for dinne.
She ha aways said tha her parerts are in thelower wage lbecket, and
tha she can noafford mary of the luxuries tha other studetts at the
schod can hae. Bven so, she ha beenvery kndto s and ften
shonered s with dfts or food andtoright was no exeeption

On atival, Mchdle geserted $ with a small bok she hadcrafted

heaself. The bok @nained small phdogapts of heself, cortact

deails and pesond messages. The dft was \ery thougktful and
something tha we will cheish.
Mchdle's mothe often specially
codked 18 @kes for our breddast,
and b®re dnne, she taugh us
hov to meke the cakes © tha
whenwe return to Australia we can
cortinue to efjpy them At abot
4.30pn, Michdle's @uwsins and aun
and ude atived (the same urtle
and auhwe will have lurch with
tomorrow) for dinne.

Mchdle's aurt who works as a
rado annouer, preserted 1§ with
a dstinctively Chinese calenda as
a dft br the Chinese New Yea.
After much talkingwere had ithne-.
At hestart of the dhne therewas a
surprise for Geagia, a hrthday
cake. Mchdle had remembered
tha it was Geawgia's birthdagy onthe
28 Januay and had reanged a be#fully decorated cake to hae
bdore dnne. The cake had drers of candes on the top which
Ceagia Hewou.

Dinne was ddicious andwe had dew dishes tha we had ever had
before. One dkh, which Michelle's mother shoned Geargia havto codk
was an egg dupling The eaiest way to explain what it was like is that
it was anomelette aboti5anmin diameter which had beefilled with
mea andfoldedin hdf. They were déicious andwe were geasedtha
we hae leant howvto make them.

We dl had a gea ime andit was a very gecia night for us as we
were alte to fully appeciate and oy family dinne withou some d the
issues of Chinese face (Michdle's family were very naural in their
appoach andwere nadout  try andimpressus which is oftenthe case
whenwe ed ou). Itis probalty one 6 the bet meds we hae hadn
China andelt moved ly the eqpeaierce. We ae sure thanMichdle will
stay in cortact with us whenwe return to Australia & we hadto fill n
specially prepaed papes with ou pasond deails (which included
bloodtype birthday, email etc).

After dinne we stayed awhile longe andtalkedwith Michdle. At abot
8.30pm, we rode bakto schod. By thetime we atived & schod we
were cold & the tempeaature was abou +8C andthere was a strong

Qur China Joumd Nurmber 14 January 2004



nathely wind ltowing We
watched amovie andnere aleep
by aboti11.00an

Sunday 25 Jauary 2004
Mchdle invited s to he Aurt's
house for lurch. We met Michdle
at he paert's hop andodefor
abot 10 minues to he Aurt's
howse. We had met Mchdle's
Aurt a fewtimes in the st (when
we visited the television andado
station edy last yea and aga
last night).

Some d Mchdle's Aurt's family
was thee for the lurch, he
bahe-nlaw, daugker and
paerts and Mchdle's paerts.
Soon #er arriving lurch was
served A large nabe of sty local dishes were served andwas
acoompaned ly a batle d Frerch Merlot. We had agrea ime over
lurch and #ierwards were trededto atradtiond teaceremory.

Mary phdogapls were taken & us with Michelle, he parerts andthe
rest of he extendedfamily. After lurch we todk a shat bike ride (10
minues) to the Yanghongrado stationto record ou voices. Michdle
asked s if she coud record ou voices orto atapeso tha she codd
remembe wha we soundedike. We said afew vell wishes andthe
recordingwas over.

We hiefly returnedto schod andthenwert © Lily's howse for dinne.

Agan dnne was ddicious andcomprised many ald dshes, urtle and
durplings. We avoidedthe turtle bu managedo ed more thanwe

shoud with dl the dher dishes. After dinne we returnedto schod and
startedto pakandfindly ga o bed tabow1130pn.

Monday 26 Jauary 2004

We had beeimmvited to Cathy's (Miss Ding) apatmert for lurch and
dinne. We arived @ abot1030anandchatedfor an houourtil birch
was erved Lurch was delicios and & lurch thee was Cathy's
hwsbanddaugter, atha-inlawandmother-n-law.

Inthe dternoon Cathy andGeargia thoughta they woud try to goto
the bak to exchangethe rest of ou money (principdly the pg for
Januay 2004tha we received edier in the dg) into a foreign
currercy. We knew tha the bak coud changeto currercy (instead 6
traveller's chequs). Unfortunaely the bak clerk that usudly processes
foreign currercy trarsactiors was on hddays and woud na be
retuning util the 29Januay 2004 The oly opion for changng
currercywas to wait urtil we were in Beijing

While Geagia was gadngto the bah with Cathy, Peter decidedto take

Cathy's husbandshoingto by some fireworks. As it was Geagia's

birthday on 28Januay, Peter thougha firework display woud be a
teriific presert as it is urlikely shewill have asimilar expeaierce in the

future. Peter doulled onCathy's husbard's motorbike andthe ride to

thefirework shoptodk abot 2 minues. Peter selected awiderange
fireworks randgng from roman candes, rockets, saeamning rockets,

banges andstrips of crackers. In dl there were afew hundedfireworks
andthe total cost was 40(RMB (abot $6000). Peter also bough27
banges to symbdize Geagia's 27 hirthdg. As thee were mary

fireworks Cathy's husbard arranged aaxi to carry the load bak to

thar apatmert.
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In the late dternoon we returned
to Cathys howse for dinne.
Dinne comprised @ some d the
leftovers from lurch and some
dumplings. Dinne was also
ddiciows. Just as we finished
eding dhne, we received a
surprise telephonecall from an
Australianwho had beefllowing
ou Chinese aderture. He said
tha he hadjust arived in
Yanghong # bus with Hs
mothe. We were bah surprised
as we had noexpected hm to
visit us.

Awyway, we aranged ataxi to
take himto the schod gae whae
we met him (Cathy's apatmert is
across the roadfrom the schod gae). As they had nbhad aw lurch
and hadet na had thne, we escorted them to Cathy's hoise for a
bite to ea (Cathy had aked s to invite them to he apatmert for
dinne, if they had nbeaen. Cathy and he mothe-inlaw quicky
whipped upsome Chinese dishes for them and Chris and Jean
witnessedthe genmsity that we dtenreceivedin Yanghong

After dinne we hadthe firemorks There were bang andflashes of
bright light for over 30 minutes andthe fireworks were set off. By the
time we hadfinished theroad otside Cathy's apatmert was @vered
with delds. The cardboad boes tha cortainedthe fireworks were left
ontheroadide and ly the net momingwere gone a meone had
collectedthemfor recyding

When we returned to Cathy's apatmert, we tried to arange
accommnoddion for Chris andJean & the schaol hael, bu bang the
spring festival, all the schod suppat staff hadreturned hoe to thar
families andcoud na be cortacted As a result, we arangedor them
tostay in a htel nea the Yanghong bs dation After they deckedin
tothe heel, we tod themon a qgigkguidedwalkingtou of thecity.

At abot11030pm, we returnedto theschod for a good ight's deep
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Tuesday 27 Jauary 2004

Thiswas to be oulast ull day in Yangzhong For lurch we were invited
to Janes paerts howse. Janes paernt's howse was located in the
courtrysde neathe bidgeto mainland We were collected ly ar from
the schod gate & abow 1000an and poceededto the hose. On
arrival we were askedto sit in the sun neathefrort doa of the hose.
We were served arange bnus and gvenChinese geenteato dink.

At abod 11.00an, lurch was served Joining & for lunch were Jane
and hedaugter, paers, cowsins, andsome dhe relatiors. In 4l
thee were aboti 10 aoundthe tabde. A nurbe of local pak,
vegdale, poutry andfish dshes erved Lurch was accomparnedwith
ba jui andwhite gapewine

After lurch we watchedsone kite flying andhenleft at abow 1.00pn
for the Yandze River bridge Jane had »pressed interest in walking
across the hidge and sked s if we woud beinterested in the walk.
We aepedthe dfer andstartedto walk. The hidgethat crosses the
western rarch d the Yandze River is abot 1.5 kilometres long The
walk over the bidgetodk abot 20 minues, andfromthe dher sidewe
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caugh a 3wheded motorcyde (motorbike pedcab) back to theisland
where the car was waiting

We jumped bakinto the car and headedf © Xinba © see aschod

tha Jane hadaugh at prior to trarsferring to Jiangu Yanghong
Serior Midde Schod. The schod was huge andvas mnmpaale in

size to aschod in Australia. Fromtheschod, we dove south d thecity

to pek up Janés husbandwho had beenlaging cards with some

friend. On atrival, we dsveredtha the card gayers had &0 been
corsuming large quatities of ba jiu andwere qute tipsy. We had a
guck greentea andthenleft. The trip bak to the schod nvolved

driving dong asection d the bundwall roadtha we had nigpreviously

been lbng We stoppedshatly to ge& some pneapfe onsticks and

thencortinued bekto YargzhongCity.

Tha night heschod had agarised a thne in theschaol diningroam.
The heauhaster of the schod hadspecially asked the chefs andstaff
from the teaches' dining roam to return to schod duing ther hdidays
to codk us a farewell dinne. Only a select nurbe of eacheas were
invited to the dhne, alongwith the hearhasters, administration staff
andsome d hescod's dears.

Dinne was ddiciols andthe schod chefs had &celled thamselves.
Towards the end fothe med, most of those who dtendedhe dhne
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started to gé emotiond. Some d the teachas who we had beome
very dose to throughtheyea startedto cry. This progessedto some d
the dhe staff and one fothe heanfasters. As everything started to
become solemn, we dso shed afew tears and eeryonestartedto hug
each dhe (something tha the Chinese never seem to dg. At the
dinne we dsmveredthat it would befar more dfficult for us to leave
Chinathanit was to leave Australia in Felruary 2003 Itwas a very sad
night for us, as well as thase we left behindin China

After dinne, we retrededto ow roars in prepaationfor our depature
ealy the net moming

Wednesday 28 Jauary 2004Georgia’s Birthday)

We had aeasonally ealy dart, as the car taking s to the arpat
woud bearriving @ abot18.00an Thefirst pesonto come to ou oan
at the schod was Michelle, the studen tha we hadbecome close to
over theyea. Michdle had Bo boughus ome baly dothes tha one
of he Aurt's gave @ a farewell presert (a sultle hint for us to hae a
family s00r). Slowly a few teachers arrived and yabou 7.30an, thee
were oser a daen peole indudng teeches, headnasters and
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studerts. Emily also gae s a farewell gift, a special edtion stamp
collectioncomnemoratingthe completion orthe idgeto the mainland
inthe edy 199G.

At abot 7.45an, we deseendedhe stairs to ouw schod apatmernt for
thefind time. At abot 8.00an, thecar tha the schod had arangedo
take (s to the dpat had aived The car in fact was a small minibus
wha codd hdd ou luggage and faw other teachas. Tom, Cathy
(Miss Ding) andEmily accomparied s to the airpat andwere keento
see 15 off. Leaing the schod we a hdow feeling in ou heats and
knewtha someday we woud return to visit our friends in Yangzhong

Thetrip to the dpat bk abow 90 minues andwe arived just after
9.30an The teachas tha accomparied s to the d@pat gae s a
handto check in and o stayed with s to chat urtil t was time to
leae the apats foyer and gothrough the security ceck in
prepaation for boading Teas welled in ouw eyes as well as the
teaches whenwe depaed We dl triedto keep Iave faces, as we dd
na wart © upet the teachas becawse they were visibly distressed
Soon #&er we saw Tom, Cathy andEmily for thelast ime.

We boadedthe pane orime buended ufaking df aboti45minues
late & we sat in the tarmac waiting for appoval from the cortrol tower.
Theflight  Beijing took 80 minues andwe were served alight lurch
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duingthefligh. We ativedin Beijing daboti2.00pnandtod a taxi to
the hdel. Since the heel we were stayingin was srall andwas in the
midde d te Hutongs in certral Beijing te taxi driver had trouble
findngit. After a hit of arun aoundwe findly arrived @ abot3.00pn

For dinne, he CEO of the ageaytha found s ou teaching msitionin
Chinainvited s out for dinne. We

had atasty med in the hdtel's

restaurart andsoon &er eturned

to ou man wheae we crashedfor

the ngh. The pat 89 dgs had

beenvery tiring andve had ko

been onan enotiond roller

coaster and it had taken its tall.

We were exhaisted

Thusday 29 Jauary 2004

We slept in to aboti8.00an. We
had dight breakfast andset off b
see some d te dfractiors in
Beiing We first wert i the
Peope's Hall, which is located
east of Tianamen Squae. The
Peope's Hall 5 mmpaale to a
paliamert hotse ands where the
Nationd Peope's Congess med.
We wandeed aoundthe h#ways
for abotian howandthenthough
tha we woud try to erer the
Mausoleum of Charman Maa We
arrived & the queue b at abou
1110an andknew tha we woud
just have time to erer before the
mawoleum closed & 1130an
When queng a lady who said
tha sheworked & the mausoleum
appoached 8 andindcated tha
we codd na tke ouw bag or
cameras into the bilding She
shufled & qucky off b the
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cdodoan so tha ou
bag/cameras oud be depmited
As time was runrnng ot

everything was happeimg qickly

and bfore we knew it, she had
asked s for 4C0RMB each, which

Peter handed \er withou

thinking Peter was duped We later found outha the lady wes a
private gude andhe 4RVB each was © tha she coud esoort us
throughthe mawsoleum (which incidentally was freeto erter). Well the
4CRVB was anexpersive cloak roan chagein retrospect.

After the mawsoleum, the pivate gude said tha shewoud take us to
the néond museun tha wes located west of Tianamen Squae.
Aganwe were mislead & heshowed s into astudertis art exhibition
at hemuseum rather thanthe museum prope. We were na interested
in byingthestudertis art so thevisit was shat. Tha was the end fohe
“guded” tou andwe hadust bloan 8GRVB (Au$1200. We had been
in China dmost 12morths and had beemareful so tha we dd na ge
ripped &. We let ou guads dovn orce andwere sucked in. Anyway,
we leant ou leson

It was appoaching lurchtime, andwe deidedtha we woud goto the
cultural foodcout in daewntown Beijing for lurch. We had a nottowl
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eaxh and a beeWhenthe fil arived we redised tha te small
restauart hadchaged 8 ‘laowai' (western) prices. We imnedately
complained (using ou limited Chinese) tha the restauart was
ddibeately over chaging . We knew tha the noolé bas were
8RMB each andtha a bee woudd have been mund SLRMB. This
mears tha te lill shoud hae been aaximum of 26RVB. Insteadthe
bill came to 4RMB. We pdnted
to the noolé bavs andsaid tha
they were oy 8RMB. The
waitress id tha they were na
and were 1RMB. We then
pdnted to a nodd bav on an
andhe tade where we saw the
paron pg 8RVB. One ¢ the
othe parors (a very knd
Chinese lady) on the tade dso
corfirmed tha this was the case.
The waitress thenleft and came
back syingtha they hadmade a
mistake andtha te kil was nowv
25RVB (Au$380. Tha was more
like it andwe péd thebillandleft.

After lurch we walked aoundthe
main pedstrianmall n dewtown
Beijing and id some shopjing
Peter managedto find a Tang
Dynasty dyle shirt tha ftted so
he bough it (30RMB or
Au$4500).

OKDIBON Y

At abod 3.00pn, we met Paul

and Mary. Pad and Mary were

fellow Queeslandes and had
head s ontherado andhough
tha teaching in China dso was

somethingtha they wartedto do

They managedo find ateaching

pasition in Wendeng Shandong
Province. On meding we

imnedately taked abou the

expaierce tha we had had.ike

us, they were thaouglly erjoying

thar expaierce andnere loding

forward to the remainde of ther

yea in China (thee were 6

morths into ther yea cortract).

We talked andalked andalked

At abot 4.00pm, we desidedtha instead 6 standngin the midde d
the pedstrian mall talking we woud spendthe rest of the dternoon
and eering togeha. So we set off br a local market shopjing
certre/markets to dosome more shopiing

We caugh 2 bises andfinally arrived & the certre & abou 4.30pn.
The shopjing certre was like the onen Yanghong a it cortained
10G of small market stalls. The major differerce was these stalls
catered for the tastes of buists, whereas the one on Yanghong
catered for the locals. In onestall we saw a beatiful Chinese red
embroided shee and doonacover set. The stall warted 78RVB
(Au$12Dbut Peter was determinedto get it for lessthan llf price. He
hagdedwith the adstart andcame to astalemate. Peter woud na go
highe than 36BMB and the a&dstart woud nad go lower than
45(RMVB. Peter indicted tha tha was his top pice andwalked avay.
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On walking away, we saw the asdstart corfer with anthe stall
asgstart. We thenknew tha they were dsaussng whethe to sell us
theset, but the adstart did na fllow us.

We cortinuedto walk aroundthe market and deidedtha we would go
back to the stall using anther tact. Peter gat Geagia to oy remove
35@RMB from her wallet and aked Pau andMary to throw in 10RVB.

We thenreturnedto the stall andflashedthe 368VB at the asistart.

She aga said it was na enough andarted 49RVB. Peter said tha

this was all the money that we had biushe said to ask Paul andMary
for more money. Peter said no andssthe adstart was bangstubban,

handedhe 1®MB back to Pad andMary andsaid thank you The
assstart henthoughtat we were ou of money andsold s theset for

360RVB (Au$5500. The set was dill expensive, bu we redly warted
to ge aredChinese style sheding béore we depeed

For dinne we returnedto a doplingrestauart, had a gpa dinne and
afterwards headedo acoffee shopto talk further. At abod 11.00pn,

we were dl getingtired and dededto pat ou sepaate ways. We had
had agrea tme with Pad andMary, andwere geasedtha we had
madethe dfort o med themin Beijing

Friday 30 Jauary 2004

We dlept in & the pat 10 dgsof socialising and p#ying cortinues to
take its toll. We had keakfast and headedfadb the bah of China ly
taxi to changethe etra mongy we hadinto traveller's dheque. The
expaierce d changng mone in Zherniang afew veeks ealier was
straightforward comparedto tha we eqpeiercedin Beijing We queued
up dacourter (humber 45 which dos foreign exchangs orly to find
ou tha andhe couner (umbea 249 is resporsible for traveller's
chequessiing We waited for aboti 5 minues to besenved andhen
the papewrk shufle started We filledin forms for the puchase d the
chequs, hadto goto a dfferert courter (umbe 32 to pa for the
cheque andthenretumnedto courter 24 to betold to wait for a few
minues. A few minues later we were told to goto courter 54to pckup
thechequs. Intotal we were inthe bak for over an hou

After fightingthe bakingredtape we walkedto asubway dation and
caugh themetro bakto Tianamen Squae. From Tianamen Squae

we walked to Beiha Park where we loded a the White Pagoda and

othe buldings of interest. h the pak, special areas onthe lake had
beenset upfor ice skating Hundeds of children andsome adits were
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usingspecially madechairs or bicydes to skate ontheice. Eventhough
thetemperature duingthe dg reached 3C, theice was well andtruly
thickenouglfor skating

We were startingto ge fred d walking andbeng on aufed so we
slomy walked bakto the heel. We pcked upsome nootis to ed in
ou anand deidedtha we woud hae a lit of arest.

At 430pn, we were dsturbed ly a knack on the doo Gedfrey
Weymouth, the CEO of the agecy, hadvisited 1§ agan asking if we
woud like to gofor a Beijingstyle hdpa for dinne. We met in the heel
foyer at 5.15pn andthentodk a taxi to a famows Beijing hepa
restauart. Therestauar oodwas great andwe treaedthe dhers for
dinne.

During dhne, Gedfrey asked if we woud beinterestedin hring acar
and dver for a dg for GORMB or Au$7500) so tha we coud travel to
Longing andseea ice sallpture exhibition The ehibition a Longdng
is dmilar to that in Harbin, just on asmaller scale. After dinne we
returnedto the heel for a good ight's deep

Saturday 31 Jauary 2004Last dayin China)

We woke up edy and had &hinese style lreddast in the heel. Miss
Gug a staff membe from the agecy aceepted ouinvitationto be ou
trarslator for the dg, andthecar and dver arrived dabow8.00am. At
8.00an the tempeature ouside was +8C andthe diver was a ht
corcermedtha theroads may be coveredinice o theforecastedsnav
woud fall. Anyway, we todk the puhandleft br Longang

The dive todk just unde 2 hows and orroue we pased the Grea
Wall. We atrived a theice salpture edhibition and pd the 6(RVIB
ertry dhage(we dso pad for MissGuo andhe diver to erter). Theice
salpture edibition was interesting andthere were buidings and
statues madefrom almost clear ice. After thevisit we dove to Yandng
for lurch. We had anmga lurch in alocal restaurart. The dshes at the
restauart were huge ande hadto carcel a few towards the end &
we had e&n enough

After lurch we dove to asmall “arciernt” town to seewha it was like.
Thetown was old andhe main street had beemeblilt in ayesteryear
style. We walkedthelengh d the main street and éterwards returned
to Beijing

For dinne we aga wert ou o dnne with Gedfrey Weymouth, and
wert © alocal restaurart in the Hutongs. Thefood agia was grea and
a goodime was had ly all.
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Sunday 1February 2004

Qur flight 1o Narita Tokyo depaed & 8.25an We woke upat abou
5.00an and dl afind pack hadsome lreakfast andcaugh a taxi to
the apat. We checkedin and on éaring security dheck one 6 the
security officers said tha we coud na ke a btle d alcohd onthe
planewith s andit hadto becheckedin. Checkingit in was impassble
so we relinqushedthe bade. On atteringthe apat depature lounge
we dswmvered tha the dty fredairpat shos ld alcohd in dass
batles. We hadust appaertly lost a batle d Mouai for noreason We
were a lit annged & the bdtle d Mouai was given & a gft andcoud
na be pacedin the checkedin luggage sithe btile was 10yeas old
andthe capsed leaked alittle. Some lucky ®curity officer now has a
bate d Mouai worth abotil60RVB (Au$90).

Theflight © Tokyo left ontime andwe atived @ abot 1200pm We
decidedto wait in the apat for the connetingflight  Brisbaneas we
were tired andcoud nd be bthe spendhg afew hous in downtown
Narita. We rested talkedto some fellowtravellers and had aitb to ed.

Monday 2February 2004
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Theflight fom Narita to Brisbaneleft ontime (9.35pm) andwe arive
abot 30 minues ealy at the a@pat (6.45an). At the apat we were
greeted ly ou paents whokindy mnveyed ouluggage anttietwo o
us backto ou hotse in Brisbane

We spert therest of he dg unpakingthings that we paked béore we
left. We dso dd washing and ahop We were shacked a the pice d
food & thelocal Wodlies andcoud na hdp convertingthe money back
to yuan The cost of most grocery items were 68 times tha in China
Theredity of cost of livingin Australia was findly naled hone.

Final Comment

Duringthefirst week, it didn't ed ke we were bak as we were stillon
a hongmoonfrom ou China epeierce. Wha surprised s the most
was tha na much ha dangedin Australia, the stred, house,
naghbots, paerts, fiend etc are very much thesame. Also ou year
away in Chinamust have changed ame row redise hav materialistic,
upight and intolerart some Australians are when compaed to the
Chinese. Also it was a shackto seeso mary larger Australiars.
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Do we hae ary regets abot leaing ouw confortade andsatisfying
lives in Australia ealy last year, NO. We erpyed the epeaierce
imnersely and g peased tha we todk the plunge and had romwn
“seachan@”. The olly reget we do hee is nd tinking aboludadng it
ealier as thee may have beerthe oppiurity to doit for more than
just oneyea.
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Asthey say, all good things must come to an
end. The year we were in China went very
quickly, even though when we look back we
have seen, done and experienced so much.
We hope that you have enjoyed our journals,
and if you have any questions please feel
free to email us.

Don’t forgetto look at our website

www.freewebs.com/briggs_updates/

for more information on our experience and
past editions of our journal.

Qur China Joumd Nurmber 14 January 2004



